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PREFACE

All are of opinion that the Chaldean Divine Office is quite
ancient and beautiful. Three are the main services observed by
th= Chaldeans as canonical hours, namely Ramsa (evening ser-
vica), Lslya (night service), and Sapra (Morning service).

The object of this study is the Chaldean vespers or evening
service, called Ramsa. The Ramsa office is recited just before
Sun-set and it is intended to offer thanks to God for our preser
vation during the day, and also for the coming night ordained for
our repose. In it we like-wise implore the msrcy of God for those
errors, short-comings and follies, of which we have been quilty
during the day.

This Book is divided into four parts. In the first part the
general structure of ramsa is explained and in the second, the
ramsa offics of the whole liturgical year is analised. In the third
part we have tried to solve some problems concerning ramsa, and
ths fourth part is szt apart to demonstrate the different schemes of
ramsa. [ have not entered into canonical or historical questions
about ramsa, since it is not ths scops of this study; yet some
Aistorical facts or events are given in brief where they seemed to
b= nscessary  While explaining the different elements, some
g=n=ral f=rms like marmita, onita, suraya, tesbohta etc. are given
as they are named in the syriac text itself. But where ever these
ferms are used for the first time, there | have given also the literal
me=aning or the explanations necessary A good number of syriac
passagss of the ramsa office are given translated. This helps us
to realize ths richness and bzauty of ths syriac poetry, to under
stand their pastoral value and to parcsive the suitability of the
prayers for the different liturgical periods of the year.
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Now it is with sincere gratitude that I remember the conver-
sations [ had with His Beatitude Paul II. Cheikho, the present
Patriarch of the Chaldeans and with His Grace Mar Raphael
Rabban, the Archbishop of Kerkuk, who encouraged me in this
attempt. [ express my sincere thanks to Rev. ] Mateos, S I,
the Professor of Liturgy in the Pontifical Oriental Institute, Rome,
who being competent in this field of work, directed this study,
giving all possible helps needed I am also very grateful to Very
Rr. Fr Raes S.]., the former Rector of the Pontifical Oriental
[nstitute and the Prefect of the Pontifical "'Bibliotheca Vaticana’’,
for his valuable suggestions and encouragements given to under-
take and complete this book. Likewise my thanks go to Very Rev
Fr Placid, C M. T, for his good will and kindness to help me,
mainly for the translation of the syriac passages.

I do not demand this work to be perfect in all its details.
Some propecsitions may be changed, in the light of further
evidences. All suggestions and proposals for ameliorations are
always welcomed. Once again I thank and pray for all those who
helped me for this study of the Chaldean Vespers.

Fr A. Sylvester Pudichery, C. M. L,
Bangalore, 8th Sept. 1972
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Introduction

THE DIVINE OFFICE

The Divine Office of the Church is the most complete
anthology, or library, of Christian thought in ezistznce. It is the
wheel, with the Mass as the hub. The psalms, hymns, canticles,
readings from Scripture and also other prayers, provide a spiritual
nourishment for all moods and for all climes of the christian year,
1t is a deposite of ancient tradition with modern application

In her wisdom the Church has provided her children with
a shining example of how they should imbue with a spirt of prayer
and at the same time has given a mighty means towards achieving
this goal. By means of Divinz Olffice each hour of the day
receives its own special sanctification and consecration, so that
the dovout Christian, following the lead of the Mother Church,
can orientate all his apostolic endeavours as well as his pains,
pleasures, and peaceful repose towards the greater glory of God,
he can insert his entire earthly existence, hour by hour, into the
unending chorus of angels and saints who stand about the throne
of the Almighty, exclaiming: ‘holy, holy, holy'.

THE OFFICE AND THE MASS

The Office and the Mass form a unit: the liturgical day,
“officium diei”. The sacrifice of the body and blood of Christ.
=nd iis grace-effects are begun, continued, and channelled off
55 means of the ‘sacrifice of praise’”. In a comprehensive view
of 5= unit, the Mass begins at first, vespers of the preceding
=w=ninc continues through lelya, sapra and other small hours
w=il= its gracss are applied to the rest of the day as the remaining
Sowss =cho and hark back to the theme of praiss and thanksgiving
o th= Eucharistic prayer.  Thus the Office is the handmaid of the
Ba==n th= Mass serving the core of Christian worship, its hours
s-= &= th= surrounding stars and planets reflecting the glory:
Sizht 2nd warmth of the sacrificial sun.

THE THEOLOGY OF THE OFFICE

¥ you ask what is the theology of the office we can say it is
t5= woice of the spouse of Christ (Vox Ecclesiae), the voice of the
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Church By his vsry incarnation, our Lord, the Divine Word.
saye Pius XII: (1) "introduced into this earthly exile a hymn which
is sung in heaven for all eternity Hs unites to Himself the whole
human race and sings with it this hymn to the praise of God".
Since we know not, how to pray of ourselves as we ought, “the
spirit himself pleads for us with unutterable groanings". (2)

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

The Church is the sacrament of Christ. He is present in the
world through the mystery of the Church, which reenacts His

salvitic deeds espacially by the celebration of His Paschal mystery
The divine office is a particular aspect of this celebration The
liturgical Constitution (art. 83) of the Second Vatican Council,
while spsaking of the Divine Office says: ""He (Christ) joins the
entire community of mankind to himself, associating it with his
own singing of this canticle cf divine praise.

The mystical body is the continuation of Christ; to it Christ
has bequeathed His mission and power of praising and adoring
God As Christ in His members, the Church must continue this
canticle of praise which He began on earth. Christ pledged to
His Church, as it were by a mystical marriage, all His riches.
His mearits, satisfactions His precious Blood, His very divine
personality. Thus the Church becomes His bride by this mystical
marriage of priestly power and grace given her by Christ. In the
voice of this mystical Brief we hear the voice of Christ When the
Church prays, the Father is infinitely pleased for He really hears
the voice of His well baloved Son Jesus Christ And so the Office
is the official voica of ths Spouse of Chri¢t- By her faith, and
most espscially by her priestly union with Christ, the Church
spans the abyss batween God and creatures and sings His praises
like the very Logos in the bosom of ths Divinity [t is under
God's gaze that, united to Christ, she sings that eternal canticle,
and bacause of har union with Christ, on which is based her
title of Bride, she merits always to be heard. Hence, when we
recite the Divine Office we do not go before God as individuals
with solely private interests and purely human praise. But we

(1) Mediator Dei N. 144
(2) Rom. 8, 26
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