Born-in 1904 in Silesia, small lown in 'Ger_ma_ny,'_yoong- George grew in a o
picturesque surrounding filled with music and poetry. His father was a high .~
ranking forest officer. George Proksch also got trained as a forest officer. This -
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atmosphere was very conducive to devetop his inborn tatent tn mUSIC poetry
and arts. . : i e

But his life took a different turn, as he felt the inner calling of God to dedicate his . -
life totally to his service. So he pursued his studies in phllosophy and theology. Y
at the end of which he was ordained a priest in 1932. He was assugned towork "
in India, a country totally alien to him, neither was he familiar with its rich ancient .

culture nor was he aware of the multiplicity of its languages. To familiarise himself

with at least one of its languages he spent one year studytng Urdu at the Onental _ _'

~Institute of Languages in London. - :

]

rrwed in tndla in 1933 t
self in the Iearnlng of
.beauty of Indian culture, music, dance and art forms, that he totatly |dent|f ed
" himself with Indta and became a vocal exponent of Indian music, dance and -
lrterature His love for Hindi was so great that he once said “An Indian who does .
not know Hindi has no right to stay in India”. He must have made this statement

“in his over enthusaasm to stress the lmportance of Hlndl But it reveals hIS Iove o
for Hlndl ' e : g

He has wntten over thrrty books and booktets in Hmdl He wrote af few dramas

'ether w|th hIS pnestly dutles he plunged o
indi and Sanskrit. He was so impressed with the - - -

and poetry. His novel “Uske liye” was well received. He was in persdnal contact
the Teading literary figures of those days, tncludmg the great poet .
Mauthmsaran Gupta, Sumitranandan Pant and others. He wrote many plays for
children Wthh were successfully staged in several places. Among them, “Garibon .
ka Mahal", " Andhkar me Prakash”, “Chum Chanan Chumantar” * ‘Kusum Kall",



;“Himani" etc. were outstanding. Perhaps his greatest literary work was
- “Kristayan”, which he wrote while he was interned in prison during the second
world war. -

EW&Q@n western musrc After his arrival in India, hema\_'ie’red
industani Cl usic, dance and stage arts. He composed both refigious

and secular songs in various classical ragas. His collections of songs in “Rag €

Parag’, Shraddanjali”, , “Bharat Geet”, ‘Mangal Gaan” efc. have become very
popular in'the Hlndl speakrng areas. '

_' ln 1935 when he mer, Mahatma Gandhr at a Hrnd1 Prachar meetmg in Indore, L
he was SO |mpressed with Gandhul that he wrote in his diary-" Today | met a
man who is able to hypnotrze because his is the image of a man of God. His
life bore the seal of the ancient Ashram Ideal. He seems to move between
.'tapasya and 'swadhya' (medrtatron) This seems to be the secret of his
successful proclamation”. This impression had a lasting effect on his thought.
and actwrty, whrch unfo!ded in due course of time : :

At fi rst hrs f eid of work was Indore in Madhva Prades Then he shifted to
mn lecturing in Hindi and Indianmusic. In 1949, he set up
a registered Trust, Hindi Sanskrit Sangam, to propogate and promote Indian
culture and provide facrhtres for the study of Indian languages, hterature music
and dance At the same tlme he was also actlvely pursuing his long standing
deswe of estabhshrng an ashram It was not easy as this venture was not easﬂy_f
understood "and supported by his hrgher supenors He did not give up the rdea_.
but was gradually able to get the necessary approval and he founded the ashram

on a hrllock on the Mahakalt Road Andherr Bombay

5 E wgot the f rst brg opportunlty to present Chrlstran themes in |nd|an arl
\ A forms. On the occasion of th@arran Congress;, he used folk as well as tem ple
dances and Hindustani claWR&Sﬁ_Manan concepts. Cardinal
‘/\ (/JMS\’#\ Gracias had this to say about the impact of the Performance - ‘Perhaps India
will lend a readier ear to the message of Christ if itis presented in the form thal
has for ages been the favorite means of expressing religious thought and
sentiment’. With the niext cultural presentation at the 37th International Eucharistic
Congress at mksch created history when his ballel
O\L{b' ~“Eucharist and Charity’, employing Indian dancers and music was p\erformed in

\ UJ-J*’ the presence of the Holy Eucharist.
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In_1964 the Eucharistic Congress held in Bombay marked a climax in the life of
Fr. Proksch when 300 dancers and 1000 singers trained by him, presented
‘Anant Prem’- the manifestation of God's love for mankind as seen in the Old
and New Testament. Reviewing the show, ‘The Sunday Standard’, Bombay
wrote - “|[t needed a remarka_tgl_e_@_e_rman priest to introduce so forcefully Indian
culture to Indian catholics. Quite a few of them were genuinely and pleasently

surpnsed that Indian dance and ballet could not only b but so

naturally adopted to Christian religlous themes”.
\__-d-_—’-'---—- > .

Besides these m_a}or presentatlons, the Ashram inmates led by Fr. Proksch
have toured extensively India and abroad. They have presented shows in
Banaras, Allahabad, Lucknow, Agra, Gwallor New Delhi, Ajmer, Udaipur and
other cities bnngmg Chrlstlanlty to mostly non- catholtcs '

The lhemes _of these presentalions have been love of God, redemption, God as
a shepherd and so on. The performers have portrayed these themes as well as
the story of Christ who came from the Father to redem all mankind without
exception. Fr. Proksch prepared a programme called ‘The Life of Chnst' excerpis
from which were broadcast by All Indla Radio, Bombay, during 1962 Christmas.

Fr. Proksch S ach:evements were recogmzed here and abroad. He was often
invited to lectures and presented his shows at international gatherings. When
he attended the. International Music Conference at Cologne in 1961, he
expounded the richness of Indian music to anaugust audience of world-
| Wjﬂﬁ&h@&rﬁw music was nearer to the Cﬁugrch

music than even the music of Beethoven and Mozart. He remarked that the
“Western music had nothing to match the ae aesthetlc and spiritual qualities of ragas

like Bhairavi and Jogla —

On his 60th birthday, his friends and admirers organized a public function and
presented him with a ‘Abhinandan Granth’. Mrs. Vijayalaxmi Pandit, the then
Governor of Maharashtra, presided over the function.

| The picneer, who made India his home, who fell in love with Indian culture,
music, literature and art, breathed his last on May 30, 1986.
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