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The Tomb of Blessed ChavaraRenovated with Raised Top and
New Marble Slab in the Monastery Church, Mannanap,
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Editorial

Price and Profit of Growth

Growth has its price as well as profit, whether it is physical, social
or spiritual. We have to pay a price for growing in terms of money,
energy, effort etc. and we reap profit on being grown. That is a natural
and social law. We, the CMIs, are growing rather fast. The number
of members who have completed their formation is now more than
1800 (with this year’s ordination). Various kinds of institutions are
being built by us all over the world for all types of apostolates. We are
also eamnestly trying to grow spiritually. All these entail a price; the
formation process needs personnel, resources and institutions, and
our Congregation is investing heavily in this area to groom the next
generation; the mushrooming institutions have made the CMIs a huge
debtor; the spiritual growth envisaged by the last General Synaxis has
been demanding from us more time for prayer, more fasting, more
penance and so on. The price we pay has been giving us good return
socially, spiritually and institutionally. So the balance sheet appears to
be marked with green ink, not red, at least till now. However, we
cannot also ignore the fact that the output, whether it is in spiritual
growth, formation, or institutional service, has not been proportionate
to the price we have paid, at least in some instances. Have our
institutions become really centres of genuine apostolate in spite of the
huge investment in terms of money and personnel? Have our young
members really undergone a Christ-centred and Word-oriented
formation (to borrow the oft repeated phrase of Fr. General) and
come out with authentic personality ‘according to the mature measure
of Christ’? Have our well advertised and seemingly widely practiced
‘holy hour’, fasting, and other pious exercises effected a powerful
spiritual movement among us?

These days I was thinking of preparing a report of the Education
Department to be submitted to the forthcoming General Synaxis. When
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I went through my files, the following points came to my mind about

this department.

If the total number of all educational institutions in the Congregation
in 2002 (i.e. if we consider the different sections of the schools
separately) were 320, in 2008 the number of institutions was 476,
which means that there was an unprecedented growth of 49% during
that period. Today the Congregation runs 731 educational institutions
(considering the different sections of the schools separately). (If we
take the institutions under the same name and the same management
as one unit, we have today 216 schools, 42 colleges including a deemed
university according to the latest information, as given above). Here
we see a growth of 54% during the last six years. Taking both terms
together, the number of our educational institutions has more than
doubled during the last 12 years.

It is in the unaided sector that practically the whole growth has
taken place. The main reason is the policy of the state governments
not to permit the establishment of aided institutions. But the fact that
we have plunged ourselves very eagerly and enthusiastically into this
sector has affected the style of our educational apostolate seriously.

On the positive side, we have become more committed to quality
education not only for attracting prospective students and ensuring
our survival in the field, but also for responding to the demands of the
parents who pay for the service. The quality education that we provide
entails among other things academic excellence, language proficiency,
overall discipline, all-round formation and so on; the rush for admission
to our educational institutions is a standing proof of its acknowledgement
and appreciation by the general public. In the higher education sector,
the autonomous college and university by their very nature respond to
the demand for innovative courses and high standard in teaching-
learning process and research work. In other higher educational
institutions also we have been responding to the demands of the
changing society and trying to introduce new courses in the existing
institutions and even starting new kind of institutions like medical
colleges, engineering colleges, management colleges and so on.

(4]
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On the negative side, we see a very conspicuous display of money
and its use, not always well balanced and planned. (i) The practice of
capitation fees or donations that still exist in some institutions, (ii) the
rate of net income (through fees) much higher than what is commonly
regarded as permissible and socially legitimate, (iii) the low scale of
salaries and the socially illegitimate methods in distributing the salaries
in some institutions, (iv) the necessity for investing huge sums for
creating attractive structures in a highly competitive field, (v) the
shortfall in setting apart 5% of the seats and 10% of the net income
for helping the marginalised in some of the institutions, and (vi) the
inevitability of accounting and using money with different layers of
transparency and (vii) its effect on our own personality and style of
life are some of the negative effects of the above mentioned
phenomenal growth. That these negative effects are more prominently
manifested in South India than in North India in front of a more populous,
conscientious and critical Christian community makes the situation
more morally vulnerable to the Church and to the religious congregation.
(viii) Another negative effect of the fast increasing number of unaided
educational institutions is the declining number of ‘actual teachers’
from among us. In the aided sector, the government rules compel us
to teach at least for a few years before becoming the head of an
institution. It need not be so in the unaided sector. Hence, even though
we proudly claim that the highest number of members are engaged in
education, there are few from us who actually teach (in the schools).
Most of us are educational administrators — Principals, Vice Principals,
Directors, Finance Officers and so on. While the administrators come
into contact with the students only occasionally and formally, it is the
class teachers who maintain regular and long contacts with them and
are in a position to influence them as mentors, fathers, and brothers.
But this does not happen often. Probably this is one of the reasons
why we have not been able to nurture a significant number of priestly
and religious vocations from our institutions from our unaided schools.
Some of you might have noticed an Editorial I wrote on this topic in
the March 2013 issue of CMI Education News.

Ls |
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In order to contain and help to eliminate such negative effects and
to promote the positive aspects, the department, as sgggested b.y the
GS, worked together with the province-level Monitoring Commuittees
whose reports were received twice during the six year term. The fact
that such reports were not received from all provinces and tha.t the
reports could not analyse in depth the financial aspects of educational
institutions made it rather ineffective in controlling the negative sides
of the education ministry. However, it gave an opportunity to the
authorities concerned both at the provincial and general levels to become
more aware of and sensitive about the need for dealing with such
issues.

The initiative taken by some provinces to develop the infra-structure
facilities of aided and marginally placed unaided schools with the help
of well developed unaided schools has been a new method of
channelling quality education also to the poor, and a specially noticeable
positive development in our educational field.

At the central level, the newly started inclusive school at Bhopal
and the College at Pune have received such assistance from Christ
Educational Society, Bangalore. We have to standardize this new
method of assistance with necessary legal structures, both ecclesiastical
and civil, at the general and provincial levels in order to sustain the
interest in reaching out to the poorer sections also in the coming years,
especially since financial help from government or other funding
agencies will not be easily forthcoming in future.

Fr. Jose Kuriedath CMI
Editor
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gift for Rector’s Day to the people of God in and around Bangalore
on November 16th, Saturday, and 17", Sunday.

Kattatimalayile Rakta Nakshatram

In connection with Rector’s Day 2013 Dharmaram staged a drama
on the life of Bl. Devasahayam Pillai, who had been shot dead at
Kattadimalai by the Thiruvankode soldiers during the reign of

Marthanda Varma. The drama was titled “Kattatimayile Raktha
Nakshatram™ and was ;

performed by the 2% B.Th.
students under the guidance of
Rev. Dr. Sebastian Mulloop
arambil, the master of B-
section; Fr.  Varghese
Kelamparambil, the
administrator of Christ
University; and Fr. Jojo
Manjaly, the Assistant Vicar of &8
St. Thomas Forane, Bangalore. 5

This drama was directed by Fr. fE i
Jojo Manjaly. The costumes, {§

stage settings, curtains, the i

music compositions, lyrics, etc., §
were by the Dharmaram
Brothers under the guidance of
the Fathers of the community. N\ . N
The drama was a grand success, especially in this Year of Faith as it
was centered on the living faith of Devasahayam Pillai, who sacrificed
everything - his name, his fame and his very life as a martyr and true
believer. The performance was indeed a real gift to the people of God
at Bangalore. Its production was made possible by the wholehearted
support of our beloved Rector Fr. Thomas Aykara and all the Fathers

of our community.

=
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A Scene from the Play ‘Devasahayam Pillai’
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Godfrey Mwenda Muriithi Lawrence Kinyua Karangu Chathanattu Binoy
(TSR) (TSR (MUV) !

23rd Nov 2013 10.00 am 23rd Nov 2013 10.00 am 26th Dec 2013 02.00 pm
Embu Meru Kiliyarkandam

Cheruthanickal Anish \/ Pulpara Jilto "{
(MUV) (KOC) L
26th Dec 2013 09.00 am 26th Dec 2013 09.30 am
Kanakakunnu Vimalagiri

Puthumangalathu Anu Thundiyil Joseph Edasseriparampil Antony .
KOZ (KOZ) (TVM)
26th Dec 2013 09.30 am 27th Dec 2013 09.30 am 28th Dec 2013 02.00 pm
Palavayal Edatholy Pulincunnoo

7
‘..—"/
Kadamthottu Johnson Kallukaran Jinto
(TVM) (Ts 2)
28th Dec 2013 02.00 pm 28th Dec 2013 09.00 am
Pulincunnoo Varandarappilly
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Kanjiramattam Shinto Koodakkatt Jobi Pallissery Nilson Davis
MUV (KTM) CoIl
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Thankamany Kodencherry Aripalam

Puthussery Ajeesh Punnassery Linto
(KOC) (BHO
28th Dec 2013 09.00 am 28th Dec 2013 09.00 am
Kidangoor Anappara

Thekku?mury Regi Valamangalam Saji

Vazhachira Martin

(
28th Dec 2013 09.30 am

(KOC)
Alappuzha 28th Dec 2013°09.30 am

(TVM)
Kothavara 28th Dec 2013 02.00 pm
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Kaduvanal Jose
MUV

Kaithaparampil Boban
JAG

(
29th Dec 2013 )09.00 am

A
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Fr. J. C. Prasad Puthukulangara
(1937-2013)

= Rev. Fr. J.C. (Joseph Christ) Prasad
» | Puthukulangara CMI of Nirmal Province,
\| Jagdalpur, left for his heavenly abode early
morning on Monday, 18 November, 2013 at
Nirmal Provincial House, Jagdalpur. His mortal
remains were kept for public homage in the
Provincial House. The funeral ceremony was
officiated by His Excellency Mar Simon Stock

: Palathra CMI and His Excellency Mar Joseph
Kollamparampil CMI on Thursday, 21 November, 2013 at Nirmal
Aram, Nakti Semra followed by the Eucharistic celebration in St.
Joseph’s Cathedral, Jagdalpur, at 9 am. Fr. George Kaniarakath gave
the funeral homily.

Fr. Prasad was born on 01 January 1937 in the Puthukulangara
family of Plasanal parish in Pala diocese as the second of the seven
children of his parents, late Mr. Avirah Abraham and Mrs. Mariam.
In 1955 he joined St. Joseph’s Monastery, Mannanam as an aspirant
and completed his novitiate at Chethipuzha. He made his first
profession of religious vows on 16 May 1958 and final commitment
on 16 May 1962, He was ordained priest on 16 May 1964,

Fr. Prasad started his priestly ministry as the assistant Parish Priest
of Gudalur, Ootty in 1965 and served as Parish Priest of Devala
Parish, Ootty from 1969. In 1973 he returned to the Province, resided
at S.H. Monastery, Chettipuzha and rendered his services as the
Chaplain of St. Thomas Hospital. In 1974 he joined the Jagdalpur
mission. He served the mission as priest-in-charge of Geedam (1974-
78) and Keshkal (1978-82) mission stations looking after the catholic
communities there. Fr. Prasad rendered his services at Krist
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Premalaya, M.P. Regional Theologate, Ashta, Sehore (1982-87) and
Darsana CMI Mission Philosophate (1984-85) as Spiritual Director.
Until 1995 he served the Jagdalpur Mission House at Thellakom,
Kottayam as prefect and as vocation promoter for Jagdalpur Mission.
He was also Spiritual Director at the Jagdalpur diocesan Minor
Seminary (1999-2004), at the Minor Seminary of the diocese of
Thiruvalla (2007-08) and at San Joe Gurukul, the Sagar diocesan Major
Seminary (2005-07). His services to the DBS Congregation in Jagdalpur
as its Director (1996-99) was also well appreciated.

Fr. Prasad equipped himself by attending counseling courses at
Ashirvad, Bangalore, CMC, Vellore, Formator’s course at N.V.S.C.
Pune, Vipassana course at Igatpuri, M.S., Yoga course at Bihar School
of Yoga and by spending a year in prayer at Kurisumala Ashram. The
last four years of his life (2009-2013) were spent as a member of
Karunya Dham Ashram at Mardoom, 60 KM away from Jagdalpur.
He was under treatment for his diminishing eye sight and diabetes.
His attempts to reach the Word of God (Vachanopasana) to as many
people as possible were a real motivating force in the life of many.

Fr. Prasad was a spiritual person who found solace in a life of
prayer and inspired many to move closer to the Lord. Let us remember
and pray for this zealous missionary whose life was a shining example
of total commitment to the Word of God.
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Rev. Fr. Prior General Officiating at the Procession Held on the Feast of

Blessed Virgin Mary on 24th October, 2013, in Nepal
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An international forum for interdisciplinary discussion, and dissemination of
knowledge, on the music, art and dance of about thirty million Christians in
India.

Support Our Ongoing Projects

e Marggam, Digital Library of Christianity in India.
e Aramaic Project - Reclaim Syriac to Reaffirm Identity.
e Encyclopaedia of Syriac Chants.
e Resources for Researchers.
¢ Directory of Christian Songs.
e Music Iconography.
e Christian Art.

Christian Musicological Society of India, Josef Ross, Ist Floor, Peter’s Enclave, Opp.Kairali Apts, Panampilly Nagar, Kochi,
Kerala, India-682036, Phone: +91 9496244981, +91 9446514981, Email - info@thecmsindia.org



